
NATIONAL POLICY INITIATIVE • WHITE PAPER (2026)

RIGHT TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT
A Policy Framework for Holistic Child Development in India

Proposed by: Neuro Development Organization & Child Health Collaborative

The Central Principle:

"Every child has the right to develop, and every child who needs support has the right to receive it in time."

1. Preamble

Every child deserves the opportunity to grow, learn, communicate, build relationships, understand the world around

them, and become an independent and responsible member of society. Child development goes beyond education. It

includes physical, cognitive, communication, emotional, social, behavioural, adaptive, and ethical abilities that enable

a child to participate meaningfully in family, education, and society.

India has recognized several aspects of child development through constitutional provisions, education policies,

healthcare programs, and early childhood initiatives. However, these areas often function separately. A child may

have access to education but not receive developmental screening. A developmental concern may be identified but

timely intervention may not be available. The Right to Child Development seeks to bring these areas together by

recognizing every child's right to appropriate opportunities, care, monitoring, and support for healthy development.

2. Vision & Foundational Scope

To create an India where every child has the opportunity and support necessary to achieve their fullest developmental

potential. Every child should have access to the conditions, opportunities, care, education, healthcare, protection, and

developmental support necessary for their holistic development, according to their age, abilities, and individual

needs.

Key Developmental Domains Encompassed:

• Physical and Motor Abilities: Gross and fine motor coordination, posture, sensory processing, and mobility.

• Cognitive and Learning Abilities: Problem solving, attention, memory, executive functioning, and conceptual

understanding.

• Communication and Language: Receptive and expressive language, articulation, non-verbal communication,

and assistive AAC usage.

• Social and Interpersonal Skills: Peer interaction, sharing, collaborative play, conflict resolution, and societal

participation.

• Emotional Understanding and Regulation: Self-regulation, emotional recognition, coping mechanisms, and

empathy.

• Adaptive Independence and Self-Care: Daily living activities, toileting, dressing, feeding, and personal safety.

• Ethical and Moral Development: Respect, empathy, honesty, personal boundaries, and community

responsibility.
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3. Developmental Milestones, Early Identification & Intervention

Every child should have access to age-appropriate developmental monitoring based on scientifically established

developmental milestones. Milestones must serve as guides for early identification, not rigid metrics for judging

children or families.

When a developmental concern is identified, children and families must have prompt access to multidisciplinary

assessments and therapies without bureaucratic delay. Support modalities include Developmental Pediatric

Assessment, Speech & Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Behavioural Intervention, Special

Education, Assistive Technology, and Caregiver Coaching.

4. Five Core Policy Principles

Principle Operational Definition & Mandate

1. Early
Identify developmental differences at the earliest possible stage in primary healthcare

and anganwadis.

2. Evidence-Based
Deploy validated clinical tools, standardised screening protocols, and proven therapeutic

interventions.

3. Individualized
Recognize that every child develops along a unique trajectory with customized care

plans.

4. Inclusive
Guarantee full access for children with neurodivergence, physical disabilities, and

learning differences.

5. Accessible
Ensure geographical reach via mobile diagnostic vans and complete financial

affordability.

5. National Policy Direction & Shared Responsibility

Neuro Development Organization proposes an integrated national framework uniting Healthcare, Early Childhood
Care, Education, Rehabilitation, and Social Justice around one common national objective: ensuring every child

in India has the opportunity to achieve their fullest developmental potential. Child development is a collective national

responsibility of families, clinicians, educators, communities, civil society, and the State.
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